Niagara/GTA ARES
May 13, 2020
Volume 4 Issue 5
Special points of interest:
 Niagara ARES Newslet-

ter will be published periodically and emailed to
ARES members in the
Niagara Region. / Website:
http://www.aresniagara.ca
/
 Niagara ARES CEC is

Henry, VA3OV.
 Contact Henry at:

va3ov@bell.net.
 Newsletter prepared by

Geddie, VE3CJX.
 To unsubscribe from this

newsletter, contact Geddie at
ve3cjx@cogeco.ca
 Niagara ARES Voice Net
every Monday 8:00pm
VE3RAF & Packet Net on
Wednesdays.

Join In and Tell Us
How You Are, wherever you are…
Social Nets / 145.190
–107.2 Hz Tone

MWF 9:00 am LT
TTSS 9:00 pm LT

So Here We Are in May…
We continue to stay at home. We maintain distances between individuals when we are in public places completing essential tasks at
the supermarket, banks or other places and count our blessings. Restrictions are lifting slowly but remaining cautions is the key to
keep safe and healthy.
We will continue to have some exercises in communications to focus and improve our skills. We will hold a Packet Winlink mobile
exercise in the near future to demonstrate our deployment capability. If you are unable to participate in the mobile operation you may
join us from your QTH. Because the Packet uses simplex, the following factors need to be taken into account: topography, location,

antenna and transmitter power settings.
On May 20 at 1900, we will have a Virtual Niagara
ARES meeting. (details soon to follow)
We will conduct a Spring SET, as soon as some of the travel restrictions are lifted and some of the public parks are accessible.
Many of the usual public service activities are cancelled into July.
Check the aresniagara.ca web site calendar of events for up to date
information.
73 Be prepared. Stay safe.

Henry Jarzyna VA3OV
EC, CEC Niagara ARES
va3ov@bell.net
289-407-4499

Winlink Express/ RMS Express
Thinking of getting connected to the Radio e-Mail Network? That is sending email and attachments with or without the Internet… There is a way which is described in considerable detail
through looking at the www.winlink.org web site. You will find maps and details there to get
started. There are also Youtube training videos that will take you step by step. On Wednesdays, Niagara. GTA ARES Packet Users are encouraged to test out their set-ups and see how it goes. The
current version is 1.5.28.0 ( may 2020) so you need to make sure you are registered, especially if
you are new and even if you haven’t linked up for a few months one should reactivate the connections as the database of users gets updated regularly. You will also need to download the standard
templates/ forms and you would likely be using the Canadian Forms such as the RMS 213 R that
is often used in our exercises.
NPARC Online General Meeting
/ NPARC Field Day 2020
May 14 7:00 pm - 8:00pm

This is an online meeting so you
need to register with John Lorenc
(VE3WM) to get the necessary information. In order to vote, you
need to be an NPARC Member in
good standing so please contact
April (VE3BHG)...NPARC Secretary to make sure your membership
is up to date.

Updating your First Aid Training is
available online now…
https://www.sja.ca/English/courses-andtraining/Pages/default.aspx
Group Rates are available.
Many thanks to
Denis (VE3KVE) for the link to a great
VIDEO-2020-04-06-15-20-13.mp4 / Engineer in

Isolation

WHATSA … Copper Cactus Multiband Antenna?
Check out the details for making up a home brew j-pole antenna on this web
site: https://aresniagara.ca/tech-notes/ #34, care of Gary...

CQ, CQ
...Anybody out
there today???

Can you hear
me now???

Photo by: Glenn, VE3NDW
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CANWARN Ontario:

ABOUT the WEATHER:

Given the current situation, and resource allocation,
preferential consideration for these webinar-style
training sessions will be given to those working in
emergency management or critical infrastructure, and
those with the ability to convene a group of participants (remotely).

Environment Canada has a weather app called
WeatherCAN available for both Apple and Android devices. This app represents the most direct way to receive our various severe weather
watches and warnings.

If you feel this style of training might meet your local The app can be found in the app store on your
safety training requirements, do let us know and we Apple or Android device. More information on
will work with you to organize something.
the app can be found here…

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-

We are sorry for this disappointing news. We are
grateful for your support. You can contact us at cha n g e /s e r v ic e s/ we a th e r- g e ne ra l - too l s ec.canalerteontario-canwarnontario.ec@canada.ca if resources/weathercan.html
you have any questions or would like to coordinate a
virtual session; someone on our team will triage your
request. See: https://aresniagara.ca/

What to do on Days when…….back in February?
In February, we thought the winter would break soon. What a surprise that we actually witnessed a white-out here
in Niagara in May. So it is true as I learned as when I was 14, that we should never plant annuals into the garden
until after Mother’s Day. It had been so tempting on those sunny warm days, although few and far between all
through March and April. So the ambiguity of your own reality advice and all advice still stands, isolation, connection, diversion, distraction, resting and working, thinking and doing. We still need a plan for each day after all and
in all cases still need to focus on being prepared with our radio equipment to respond to an emergency at home or
in the community.
Throughout this time some of us have enjoyed the camaraderie on air, taking advantage to develop our net host
skills and especially to be ready with a good story or topic for the nets at 9:00 am as well as 9:00 pm. We all warmly
thank Jack Benes (VE3ZPW), John Lorenc (VA3VM) and others for taking the lead, making for us a familiar
voices on the air. Thanks also to the many guests from around Niagara and across the Pond and especially our
members willing to share and tell their interesting stories.
Thank you all for taking the opportunity: to do a different job or task; add some more responsibility or challenge
to what you already do; reorganize your work and your day and your work space; and especially once you have
done all that… CELEBRATE with your HAM friends, who so understand.
With Inspiration of an article published previously by Priscilla Claman, Harvard Business Review 2016 ./ Geddie, VE3CJX

http://www.tessellations.org/guestgallery4thumbs.shtml
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